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2023
MakingaDifference

Our mission is to support the
language and literacy
development of young children
by providing books, caregiver
guidance, and early childhood
programs.

This is accomplished through
both direct and indirect
programming as well as
community events and inter-
agency collaborations.

FUNDING SUMMARY
Donations GrantsASSET

$73,766 $19,165$87,650

Raising Readers
PO Box 2374
Ames, IA 50010

515-520-8686www.raising-readers.org

Reach Out
and Read
participants

4000+

Step Into
Story Books
attendees

23,585
Books
distributed

STARS
(Virtual)

Story
Pals

Reading
Buddies

Indirect Direct

Parent education
early talk
program

Preschool
language
develop program

Early elementary
literacy skill/
reading mentor
program

OUR PROGRAMS

53 participants
63% completion
rate
100% parenting
skills increased

129 participants
75% literacy
skills improved/
maintained

114 participants
100% literacy
skills improved/
maintained

Outcomes

Raising Readers’ operations
are funded by individual,
corporate, and service
organization donations in
addition to grants and local
ASSET awards.



FROM
OUR
PRESIDENT

As president of the board for Raising Readers in Story County, I am proud to
reflect on the meaningful impact of our mission over the 2022-2023 timeframe.
Our commitment to supporting the language and literacy development of young
children has never been stronger, thanks to the dedication of our Executive
Director, who joined us in September 2022, and has been instrumental in driving
our initiatives forward. I extendmy deepest gratitude to our board members,
whose countless hours and unwavering dedication have propelled us toward our
goals. Additionally, I commend our passionate and hardworking staff for their
invaluable support in delivering exceptional programming, and I want to convey
my immense appreciation to our remarkable volunteers whose contributions are
indispensable to our success. Together, we have made significant strides in
nurturing a community where every child has the opportunity to thrive through
literacy. I am excited for the future.

~Julie Uehling Popken
RRSC 2024 Board President

RRSC
Leadership
2023ExecutiveCommittee

President LynneCarey
Vice President Julie Popken
SecretaryCarolyn Jons
Treasurer JaneenChristy
Past President Jerri Heid

Fiscal year 2023 was a period of change for
Raising Readers. New leadership brought the
opportunity to reflect on current structures,
practices, programs...even our mission!
Through a lens focused on organizational
development and community need, staff and
board members collaborated to make
improvements and future plans to maximize
our resources and increase our capacity to
reach families throughout Story County. We
look forward to continuing our work of
impacting the literacy of children in our
community.

~Kristi Mayo

FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR 37

Staff & volunteer
presentations

7494
Volunteer hours

RRSC volunteers

339

VOLUNTEER
IMPACT

SNAPSHOT



DirectPrograms
2023 HIGHLIGHTS

STARS (Sing Talk and Read for
Success)was delivered in virtual 1:1
sessions, reaching 53 participants
through the year. Families reflected
on the intentional talk and literacy
practices with their infants and
toddlers while increasing their
knowledge of brain development as
well as the lasting impact of early
language support.

Story Pals sessions with four and five
year olds were held at Northwood
Preschool, Ames Comm Preschool,
Colo-NESCO’s Zearing Elem and at
Raising Readers. 129 preschoolers
read and discussed books with
volunteers, learned new vocabulary,
built expressive and comprehensive
language skills, and enjoyed positive
interactions centered on literacy.

Reading Buddies sessions held fall, spring
and summer saw 114 young elementary
students paired with community
volunteers to enjoy books together and
practice skills needed for fluent reading.
Informal skills assessments were
conducted to provide individualized
lessons andmeasure program outcomes.
With an assessment process better aligned
with program practices, valid outcomes
were evidenced and celebrated.



Events

Gift BookPrograms

2023 HIGHLIGHTS

Salvation Army Toy Shop
participants received 429 new
books to add to their children’s
holiday enjoyment. Twelve
volunteers facilitated the book
distribution, providing guidance
and positive literacy messages to
the attending families.

253 individuals attended our
annual Step Into Story Books
event. Children received new
books and enjoyed interactive
play experiences that brought
books to life. Reflecting on the
event, most participants shared
that they felt more inspired to
engage in literacy activities with
their children at home.

Reach Out and Read health care
partners distributed
approximately 8200 books to
over 4000 children attending
well-child visits in 2023. These
books, provided by community
sponsorships, are delivered by
trusted medical professionals
along with an age-specific
message of literacy support and
development.

Read to Succeed book distributions
coordinated with community school
district’s emergency food backpack
programs provided 520 new books to
under-resourced students in five
extended-county elementary schools.

Little Free Libraries distributed over
7000 books this year to communities
throughout the county. Our little free
library locations are supported by
community members with stewardship
support provided by volunteers from the
Ames Town & County Kiwanis Club.



Annual Fund Donors
$10,000+

Ames Morning Rotary Club
City of Ames (ASSET)
United Way of Story County
(ASSET)
Story County (ASSET)

$2500-$9999

Story County Community
Foundation
Rotary Club of Ames
Jennifer & Brian Dieter
Northwest Bank
Underwood Family Foundation
Four Sisters Foundation, a Burke
Family Fund
Beth & Craig Marrs

$1000-$2499

McFarland Clinic Physicians
Shirley Wood
Ames Lions Club
Theisen’s Farm, Home & Auto
Iowa State University (ASSET)
Dr. Donald Bear
Ames Golden K Kiwanis
John Miller
Kiwanis Club of Ames (Noon)

$1000-$2499 continued

Elaine & Brian Anderson
Memorial Lutheran Church
Drs. Jill & Jacob Alexander
Linda & Al Carver
Wilson Toyota
BooSt Together for Children
Joyce & Jim Kliebenstein

$

$250-$999

$500-$999

Marlene Weisshaar
Elizabeth Charbonnet
Cynthia Marten
Gerri Bugg
Sue Ellen Burke
Malai & Mike Amfahr
Cosette & Lou Scallon
Samantha Cross
Sue & Don Seaton
Jones Triad, Inc.
Dan Franklin
First National Bank
Carol Elbert
Mary & John Graham
Ellen McIntosh
Lynn & Richard Engen
Dorothy Miller
Mary Greeley Medical Center
Dr. Mike & Jill Guffy
Paula DeAngelo
Kristy Calland

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



$250-$499

Duck Worth Wearing
Wesley Shank
Kathy & Chuck Glatz
Delta Kappa Gamma
Holly Nissen
Diane & James Patton
Elizabeth & Thomas Barton
Dorothy & Robert Sperry
Rae Reilly
Connie Sweeney
Wendy Wintersteen
Edra Wheelock
Julie & Jim Popken
Phyllis & Larry Lepke
Lynne Carey
Janet Mickelson
Jaime & Chad West
Kelly & Travis Burton
Phillip Engen
Sharon & Jan Haugen
Jean Krusi
Janeen & Jon Christy

$100-$249

Beth Lott
Marilyn & Steve Moehlmann
Sandi & Steve Ward
Molly Klocke
Dr. James Dinsmore
Toni & Bill Whitman
Cathy & Don Adams
Jerri Heid

$100-$249 continued

Connie & Warren Dunham
Stoltze & Stoltze Family
Dentistry
Gayle Luze
Nancy & Iver Anderson
Teresa & James Larson
Shala & Joe Ludley
Joyce & Bud Nichol
Ann Oberhauser
Ana McCracken
Susan Heinzeroth
Ames Ford Lincoln
St. Andrew's Lutheran Church
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Brian Weirson
Dr. Kathleen Foster-Wendel
Diane & Gregory Nelson
Kathy Parsons
Sally & Richard Clayton
Jane & Cal Halliburton
Carol & James Brannon
Norman Cheville
Marie Schropp
Virginia Quay
Julia Waggoner
Teresa Beck
Allison & Thomas Greenwald
Janet & Kevin Binder
Etha Hutchcroft
Marneta & Richard Miller
Dr. Lisa Banitt
Nancy Ann Thompson
Maureen Dockstader

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



$100-$249 continued

Judy Dahlke
Susan & William Fales
Joan Mathews
Miriam & Eugene Takle
Carol Wright
Jan & John Essig
Jermaine Prescott
Julie Cross
Dr. Michael Bird
Lisa & Brian Eslinger
Norman Cheville
Marcia Imsande
Judy & Ross Jabaay
Joe Toot
Mark & Diana Weber
Beth Wunder
Rochelle & Roger Ginder
Bev & Warren Madden
Lana Pavlik
Les & Pauline Miller
Kenneth Wiggers
Vicki & Lance Crawford
Therese & Pat Halbur
Bonnie & Jon Hunziker
Anne Kohler
LuAnn & Dan Van Weelden
Susan Barry
Chris Zook
Dave Delagardelle
Martha Geist
Mary Jo & Roger Kluesner
Sharon & Dan Krieger
Anne Almquist
Carole Magilton

$100-$249 continued

Anastasia Tuckness
Barb & Jim Koester
J Elaine Hieber
Jill Kolb
Leah Locke
Byron Romain
Barbara Sibley
Candy & Steve Schainker
Jeanne & Jim Roth
James Fowler
Jean Peterson
Judirae Obrecht
Ms. Christie & Tom Vilsack
Carol & James Brannon
Nyla & John Carswell
Joni Kellen
Erwin Klaas
Barbara & Harry Budd
Jane & Leo Milleman
Patricia Martin
Allison & Thomas Greenwald
Dr. Connie Beecher

$1-$99

Julie Goshorn
Karen Linot
Helen F McRoberts
Sally Chase
Susan Pelka
Charles & Motoko Oulman
Dr. John Greve
Lynne Van Valin
Worldly Goods

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



$1-$99 continued

Frederick Wehrenberg III
Donald Beitz
Bev Kruempel
Betsy West
Lance Wilhelm
Jean Lory
Debra Moore
Dr. Justin Hampton
Dr. Tracy Turner
Ann Hein
Raymond Callahan
Debbie Gitchell
Lynn & Rodney Bagley
Network for Good /Bonterra
Susan Kohler
Wendy & Martin Edelson
Carolyn & Robert Brown
Mary Harken
Jill & Mike Roof
Melissa Skinner
Lisa & Rick Sharp
Rosalie & Frank Amos
Karen Prescott
Brian Cook
William Herman
Marilyn Hagemoser
Madeline Prescott
Ann & Tracy Laws
Erin & Jeff Prendergast
Nancy & Scott Nelson
Keith Bailey
Dean & Tonya McCormick
Cassie Luze
Ann McMullin

$1-$99 continued

Teri & Steve Veysey
Laurie Greer
Carolyn & Chuck Jons
Judy & Richard Jones
Belinda Lyons
Holly Nissen
PEO Chapter IV
Ann Campbell
Hanna Gradwohl
Margaret & Clarence Cory
Marlene Feilmeyer
Carol & Robert Deppe
Anne Clubine
Molly & Ed Ethridge
Barbara & Roger Bruene
Jan Berg
Chris & John Kinley
Mary Beth Oostenbrug
Donna & Mike McGinness
Kathy Svec
Karen & Harold Cantonwine
Cindy Barrowcliff
Ronald Mowers
Trudy & Ralph Yoder
Diana Claus
Jodi & Jake Gibson
Rue Ann Sams
Frank Clark
Mary & John Haila
Jane Lohnes
Janet Lott
Wayne & Mary Gregoire
Joan & Kim Wass
Caitlyn Chellew

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



$1-99 continued

Mary Long
Priscilla & Charles Sage
Darcy & James Lovin
Community Foundation of
Greater Des Moines
Mrs. Lowene Uehling
Phyllis Seim
Marlys Potter
Rebecca Nastuzzo
McFarland Clinic
Shirley Haverly-Felten
Cathy & Dan Adams
Michael Mengeling
Patty Ruben
Jeanne & Kevin Conway
Audrey & Stephen Marley
Page Turners
Dr. George Belitsos
Christy & Matt Franco
Samantha McIntosh
Mary Ann & Paul Lundy
Jan & Greg Glaser
Nancy Kurrle
Betty & Chuck Horras
Dr. Margaret LaWare
Mary Ann & Paul Lundy
Cornelia Bertelsen
Carolyn & Eugene Edmonds
Ruth E. Maxwell
Lucy Carey
Vonda Rankin
John Hill
Andrea Beck
Arlene Boyington

$1-$99 continued

Thomas Bretl
Carmen Christensen
Warren Olson
Laurie Greer
Paul Brackelsberg
Diane Oppedal
Sharon Berryhill
Connie Clark
Janet Payer
Bonnie & Jon Hunziker
Judy McGee
Victoria Bahr
Lynn & Richard Engen
Marlys Gaston
Donna Kruger
Janet Mahan
Mary Martens
Paul Brackelsberg
Ms. LaRue Clark
Darlene Walker
Mary & Patrick Brooks
Glenn & Mary Kappelmann
Sue & Norm Scott
Pam Ferris
Angela & Gerald Conway
Mavis Butler
Alpha Delta Kappa
Connie Barbaglia
Dr. Tera Jordan
Janet Mahan
Marcia & Mike Petersen
Myrna & Roy Cakerice
Joyce Matters
Melissa & Pat Rowan

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



Endowment Fund Donors
$10,000+

Carolyn & Chuck Jons

$1000-$9999

Karen Wagner

$500-$999

Marlene Weisshaar
Drs. Jill & Jacob Alexander
Kim & Mike Hermanson

$250-$499

Linda & John Schuh
W. Larry Mitchell
Julie & Jim Popken
Kelly & Travis Burton
Sharon & Jan Haugen
Rochelle & Roger Ginder

$100-$249

Marilyn & Steve Moehlmann
Ruth Harris
Connie & Warren Dunham
Shala & Joe Ludley
Janeen & Jon Christy
Kueier Chung
Susan Barry

$1-$99

Ann Hein
Melissa Skinner
Diana Claus
Cindy Barrowcliff
Joy & Allen Lang
Jodi & Jake Gibson
Don Paper
Kevin Schilling

Gifts in Memory of:

Barb Mengeling
Spencer Veysey
Mary Jo Farrar
Becky Rice
Beverly VanMeter
Dr. Paul Koellner
Ella Vilsack
Joanne Schall
Sara Mitchell
Robert Kuehl

Gifts in Honor of:

Benjamin Weiner
Bruce & Emma Bassler
Ellen McIntosh
Linda Carver
Kristi Mayo

Our Generous Supporters
FY 2022-2023



Ames Golden K Kiwanis: gift
books programs, community
events

Story County Community
Foundation: Story Pals

Ames Morning Rotary:
community literacy event

Ames Noon Rotary: STARS
Storytime, RRSC operations

Theisen’s Home, Farm & Auto:
365 Amazing Days

Memorial Lutheran Church
(Nevada): Reading Buddies,
Story County outreach

We thank you

our programs!
for your continued

support of

GRANT FUNDERS Reach Out & Read
PROGRAM  SPONSORS
6 Months: Ames Morning Rotary

9 Months: Wilson Toyota 

15 Months: Ames Lions Club, Sue & Don 
                        Seaton 

18 Months: Jennifer and Brian Dieter

2 Years: Rotary Club of Ames

3 Years: Northwest Bank 

5 Years: Kiwanis Club of Ames, 
                  McFarland Clinic Physicians


